RESPECTABILITY
is filled with the pride of his or her own defiance, the rebel's
act has effectively occasioned ridicule and the imputation of
slight insanity. The cause of this disaster to calculated defiance
is possibly that we have become a larger brotherhood, since
these methods are recognizably those practised in large
families, where nothing, not even defiance, is sacred. Or it
may arise from the instinctive common sense of the law-loving
English, who in general are not much disturbed by defiance,
and consider it a mark of mere impudence or childish extrava-
gance.
The English send representatives to the ends of the earth,
but when they go there these representatives at once set up
an English colony, and live wherever they find themselves in
as nearly the correct manner of the middle-class at home as
an unfamiliar climate will allow. I know of one famous
explorer who never travelled in the jungle without his full
evening-dress, tail-coat, white tie, and all, because, he said,
one never knew when one might need it. Sometimes, of
course, he may have worn it to impress the aborigines; but
on the whole I think his eye was in this matter directed else-
where. He must have found in his journeyings many of these
sedately English middle-class colonies which I have men-
tioned. Members of them are in all ways as conventional as
those less enterprising individuals who stay for ever in Eng-
land. And, as a French writer once pointed out in regard to
the English, their government by opinion, which produces
political liberty, at the same time is inclined to produce social
sadness. You will find the same degree of nicety of manners
and etiquettes in such colonies as at home. There, as here,
because Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Smith and Mrs, Brown are
keeping a sharp eye upon the world, it must not be thought
that they have, as it were, no inward eye of similar magnitude
and severity. They have. It is as sharply directed upon
themselves and upon each other as it would be if they had no
other preoccupation in life. Mrs. Smith may one day be
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